LINCOLN FUNERAL TRAIN PASSES THORUGH NJ

LINCOLN FUNERAL TRAIN PASSES THROUGH NEW JERSEY
(See Lincoln Mourning Cover, p. 65)

One hundred fifty years ago, President Lincoln’s death overwhelmed this country with
grief. He died on April 15, after having been shot by Booth at the Ford Theater the evening
before — a story familiar to most Americans.

Fig. 1: Route of the original Funeral Train on its journey back to Springfield. It passed through New Jersey
between viewings in Philadelphia and New York, on April 24, 1865.

The funeral arrangements were made quickly, and a plan was made to carry Lincoln’s
body by train, to be returned to Springfield, Ill. for burial. His body would accompany that of his
son, Willie, who had died in 1862, to be reinterred with his father. A specially designed car was
prepared for this trip, which would follow the same route that Lincoln had taken as President-
Elect when he came to Washington, D.C.

The train left Washington on April 21, passing through Baltimore, Harrisburg, and
Philadelphia. After a viewing in Philadelphia, the President’s remains were put aboard the nine-
car train at the Kensington Station between 1 and 4 AM on the 24" The train travelled the
Philadelphia and Trenton RR tracks to Trenton, where it arrived at 5:30 AM. It was met by a
large crowd of mourners, despite the hour. It was changed to the New Jersey RR (forerunner of
the PRR), and Governor Joel Parker and others came aboard to accompany the train across the
state. It proceeded across the state to New Brunswick and Newark, and then to Jersey City,
where the special train car was put aboard a ferry around 10 AM, to cross the Hudson from the
NJRR depot at Exchange Place to the foot of Desbrosses St. (just below the present Holland
Tunnel) to lie in State at City Hall in New York City.

Fig. 2: At left, the funeral car with mourners, as it
travelled from Washington, DC to Springfield,
Illinois.
Leslie’s lllustrated, May 13, 1865, Library of Congress
LC-USZ62-6937 1
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Fig. 3: This view shows the funeral train car
on the ferry Jersey City, as it travelled across the
Hudson from Jersey City to Manhattan Island. As the
car was carried from the train to the ferry, German
choirs sang a dirge, and mourners (those able to get
tickets) gathered on the balconies of the NJRR depot to
pay their last respects.

NYC Corrections web site?

Fig. 4: 75 Years ago, this New Jersey created cacheted cover was sent to Fieldsboro, NJ, commemorating
Lincoln’s death. No covers seem to have been created for the 150" Anniversary.
Ebay item listed by Trenton Stamp & Coin, 5/17/2015.

This year, for the 150" anniversary of this first mournful voyage, it was hoped to recreate
the funeral car and have it follow the same route back to Springfield. While the funeral car was
created, the planned journey did not happen, at least not in the East, because of lack of funds.

Very little was done in the State of New Jersey to commemorate this past event.
However, the Lincoln Association of Jersey City, in conjunction with the City of Jersey City,
marked the 150th anniversary of the date Lincoln’s funeral train stopped in Jersey City with a
plaque installed on Owen Grundy Pier at the foot of Montgomery Street, commemorating the
four times Abraham Lincoln was present in Jersey City. The area was a rail and water terminus
at that time, and is where New Jersey said its last goodbyes to our 16" President.?

ENDNOTES:

! Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540, LC-USZ62-6937 (b&w film copy
neg.), from Frank Leslie's illustrated newspaper, vol. 20, no. 502 (1865 May 13), p. 116.

2 History of Mayor Gunther at http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/gunther/gunther06.html.

3 For more information about the Lincoln Association of Jersey City, the oldest continuously operating organization
in the country honoring the 16th President, visit the website www.thelincolnassociationofjerseycity.com.
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NJPHS LITERATURE AVAILABLE POSTPAID from Robert G. Rose, NJPHS, 18 Balbrook Drive, Member Non-
Mendham, NJ 07945 or email Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org for a Paypal invoice. price members
CD or hard copy: The Postal Markings Of New Jersey Stampless Covers: An Update by Donald A.
Chafetz (2004) hardcopy, 28pp. or available on CD in.PDF fOrmat ........ccccevreeverresreereeireeeenreeeesveenea $10.00 $15.00
Updates the extensive work of William C. Coles, with new markings and dates since that
original work was published in 1983
Also available to members free as a downloadable file .............c.cccccoevveviivcvevieccicceceee, FREE
CD only: Washington Organ Manufacturers on CD, by Len Frank - 3 articles + many organ advertising
cover illustrations not in NJPH, in Acrobat Reader [.PDF] format .........ccccceeviiieeiiieeciiiee e, $7.50 $10.00
e  Aseries of 3 articles on the advertising covers and history of the organ manufacturers of
Washington, NJ,
®  Adds a picture gallery of many covers not illustrated in those articles.
® Includes much paper ephemera as well. An impressive collection.
Hard copy: /llustrated Directory of New Jersey 1847 Issue Covers, Brad Arch, ed., 1987, 44pp &
SUPPIEIMENTS ..ottt ettt ettt et eteeteebe et e st e b eseeteebestesbeseesseteebesbenseseesseseebassessenseseesbensens $4.00 $7.50
e  For the collector of the 1847 Issue, this book by Brad Arch is the comprehensive work on New
Jersey covers
e 5¢and 10¢ covers in separate sections
e Detailed descriptions of each cover, arranged by office of origin.
Hard copy: New Jersey DPQ's, Brad Arch, ed., 1981, 22pp, pocket sized Checklist of Discontinued
POST OFfICES ©uiiviierieiietieteitet ettt ettt ettt et et e et e st e te s te b et esseseete s bessesseseese st eabessesseseesesbesenseseans assennan $3.00 $4.00
THE pocket manual of New Jersey discontinued post offices, easy to transport and an
excellent checklist
Also available to members free as a downloadable file FREE
Hard copy: New Jersey's Foreign Mail, 1997, Gerard J. Neufeld, 76Pp. ...ccceeeeriieiiiieeeiiee e $8.00 $10.00
e  Afine monograph on foreign mail to and from New Jersey in the 19" Cent.
e  Profusely illustrated b Each cover explained
CD: Mosher’s NJ Private EXPress COMPANIES .....cvcevivreerveereereeireieesseeresseeseesseeseessesseessessessessesseessesssessessesns $10.00 $15.00
e 10 compiled articles by Bruce Mosher on many aspects of private express mail in New Jersey
with many color illustrations
®  Previously unpublished material in lengthy postscript plus index
CDs: Back issues of the NJPH Journal are available on CD for 2003 to 2013, at $5.00 $7.50
e  Each CD includes the 4 quarterly journals for one year, in color, pdf format each each
CD: 2014 NJPH Issues on CD in .PDF format, many color illustrations...........ccecveveerieeseesceeseeseeenee $5.00 $12.00

Members only: 2 back issue CDs, $8.00, 3 back issue CDs $12.00, 4 back issue CDs $15.00, 5 CDs $18, 6 CDs $22,

7 CDs $25, 8 CDs $28, 9 CDs $30, all CDs (including 2014) $35. (Also available to members free as downloadable files)

Non-members: 2 back issue CDs, $12.00, 3 back issue CDs $15.00, 4 back issue CDs $18.00, 5 back issue CDs $22, 6 back issue CDs

$28, 7 back issue CDs $32, 8 back issue CDs $35, 9 back issue CDs, $38, all 11 back issues CDs(including 2014 CD), $45.

Literature purchases may be made with Paypal — email your choices to Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org for a Paypal invoice.

DOWNLOADABLE FILES AVAILABLE FREE TO MEMBERS ONLY!*

Brad Arch’s handy DPO book available in Excel format (for hardcopy see above). FREE 2.95
Stampless Era Post Offices, based on Coles and the Coles Update in Excel format. FREE 2.95
Brennan, Lawrence, New Jersey-Built Air Craft Carriers, a long series with many covers in PDF format. FREE 12.95
Chafetz, Don Coles Update — a supplement and update to Wm Coles study of New Jersey Stampless

Markings, in pdf format. FREE 2.95
Chafetz, Don, Development of Morris County Mail Service — 1760-1850 — a digital exhibit, PDF. FREE 4.99
Edge, Jack, Post Towns of Burlington County. All of Jack’s Burlington series, as published in the pages of

NJPH, compiled into one document, in PDF format. FREE 7.99
Edge, Jack, Postmasters of Burlington County. List of Burlington County postmasters from in Jack’s

Burlington series, in PDF format. FREE 4.99
Englund, Arne, New Jersey Summer Post Offices — seasonal POs of NJ, in PDF. FREE
Law, Mary E., The Postal History of Cape May County, NJ including postmaster list, published in NJPH

between March 1993 through May 1994, PDF format. FREE 8.99
Peck, Len, Essays on Sussex County & New Jersey Postal History, articles 2004-10, pdf FREE 9.95
Roth, Steve — NJ Stampless Markings Database — an ongoing study of known NJ SFLs FREE
Siskin, Ed & Jean — A List of NJ Legislative “Free:” Franks -2012 FREE 4,99
Walker, Jim, Hunterdon County Postal History, serialized articles 2007-2010, pdf FREE

* see our web site at www.NJPostalHistory.org for other files available free to the public in our Free Online Library ~
Includes information of early postal legislation, Revolutionary and Civil War covers, and postmaster lists from the stampless era
(1789-57), and for various NJ counties which have been researched, of interest to postal historians and genealogists as well.
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THE NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY LITERATURE
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY, Post paid, send check to: Robert G. Rose, New Jersey PHS,

Robert G. Rose, 18 Balbrook Drive , Mendham, NJ 07945, or email President@NJPostalHistory.org.

PayPal payment available — email Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org with wants for Paypal invoice.

Yearly NJPH issues on CD
(2003 — 2013)

Plus other valuable studies
on CD

Washington NJ Organ
Manufacturers
By Leonard Frank

New Jersey Private
Express Companies
By Bruce H. Mosher

Literature purchases may be made by check (see above) or with Paypal — email
us your choices to Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org for a Paypal invoice.
CD or hard copy: The Postal Markings Of New Jersey Stampless Covers:
An Update by Donald A. Chafetz hardcopy, 28pp. or available as CD in
Acrobat Reader [.PDF] format (2004)........c.ccociieriiiiiieeieeeieeeree e
Updates the extensive work of William C. Coles, with new markings
and dates since that original work was published in 1983

Member price

Non-
member:

J

$10.00

$15.00

CD: Bruce Mosher’s NJ Private Express COMPANIES  .........cccccuevceevceerceeeceeaannns,
e 10 compiled articles by Bruce Mosher on many aspects of private
express mail in New Jersey
e Many color illustrations
e Previously unpublished material in lengthy postscript
e Alphabetical index

$10.00

$15.00

CD: Washington NJ Organ Manufacturers on CD, by Len Frank - 3 articles

+ many illustrations not in NJPH, in Acrobat Reader [.PDF] format, 2004 .

e A series of 3 articles on the advertising covers and history of the
organ manufacturers of Washington, NJ,

e Adds a picture gallery of many covers not illustrated in those articles.

e Includes much paper ephemera as well. An astounding compilation
of material.

$7.50

$10.00

Visit our web site at: www.NJPostalHistory.org/
(see inside back cover for hard copy literature)



mailto:President@NJPostalHistory.org
mailto:Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org
mailto:Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org
http://www.NJPostalHistory.org/

	Table of Contents
	President's Message
	NOJEX & Annual Meeting
	Lincoln Funeral Train
	All Points West - Jersey City RPOs - John Trosky
	Early POs in the Lambertville Area - Jim Walker
	NJ Local Posts: Faunces Penny Post, AC - Larry Lyons
	NJ-Built Fleet Tug SONOMA - Lawrence B. Brennan
	On the Auction Scene - 1st Days & $1 Columbian - Robert G. Rose
	J. Theodore Calhoun - Civil War Surgeon
	Jersey to New Jersey, 350th Anniv. - Mark Sommer
	Webmaster's Update
	Member News - NOJEX, New Member, Thanks to Donors
	Hometown POs: Brotzvilleman - Arne Englund
	Member Ads
	Literature Available
	Return to Table of Contents



