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Membership Report

New Member: Scott Hansen, 4506 Madison Street. Dearborn Ileii hts, Michigan 48125. Scott

collects 19th Centui-v foreign mail and town cancels.

Dues Notice

Enclosed is the 2002 dues notice . Your membership in the Society is important!

Please consider making a tax deductible donation with your dues. Our dues alone do not

cover the costs of printing and mailing NJPH four times a year . Please send your check

and dues notice to the Society's Treasurer , Robert Zanoni , 703 Bridgeboro Street,

Riverside , NJ 08075. Help us avoid the need and expense of sending second notices.
{**************************k***-k*****-k******-k***:k**-k*****:t******************************

Membership Directory / Classified Ads

After a several-year hiatus, the Society will publish an updated Membership Directory

in 2002 which will include collecting interests and e-mail addresses. This should be a valuable

aid in communicating with each other and assist in buying and selling from other members.

To further our collecting interests, each Society member is entitled to two classified ads

which will appear in NJPII in 2002. Please take the time to fill in both forms and return them

to: Robert Rose, P.O. Box 1945, Morristowvin, NJ 07962. Do it today!
***********-k************************:F**-kk'k;{'k-k****;{*'k*****-.k*-kkk:{*'k*******'k*'k*******-k*****

The Society has received a request for information . Does any member have any

knowledge about a Whale Beach Local Post, 100 Paid ; used in Strathmere, NJ on

8/3/59? If so , please write to Raffi Abahuni , 27 Prospect Street , Farmingdale , NY 11735.
kk*************************************-.k********-k************k*k************************

The NJPH Needs Articles NOW!
Society members are urged to contribute articles - they can he anywhere from one-

pagers to lengthy research articles, or simply copies of one or two of your favorite covers with a

paragraph of text. Remember, one of the greatest contributions a member can make to the

Society is sharing his or her philatelic knowledge and research.
****************************************************************************************

President's Note

Reflecting on the events of 9/ 11, a number of professionals who deal with the human

condition have remarked that they have seen people return to, get more deeply involved with,

those interests which are close to them, especially hobbies. I know for me, catching up on my

philatelic interests over the last couple of months has been helpful in feeling better. How about

you? Please take the time to send in your dues and return the forms to be sure you are

included in the Membership Directory and in the classified ads. I have also enclosed a

prospectus for NOJEX 2002 which will he held over Memorial Day Weekend at the Crown

Plaza Meadowlands Ilotel in Secaucus. Our Society will celebrate its 30th Anniversary at the

Show and have invited both the Empire State and Pennsylvania Postal Ilistory Societies to

compete in it special three-way competition in addition to the usual medals and awards.

Whether you have a one-frame or multi-frame exhibit, I urge your participation. More details

on NOJEX 2002 will follow ul the Spring.

Have a wonderful holiday and a happy and healthy New Year. Robert G. Rose

NJPH -120-
Novenmbcr 2001



Presidential Issue Usage in New Jersey, Part 1.

During the last ten years, the collecting of modern definitive issues
on cover has achieved wide-spread acceptance in the philatelic community and
amongst exhibitors of postal history in particular. None of the definitive issues
has enjoyed the popularity of the United States Presidential Issue which saw
service from 1938 well into the late 1950's and early 60's. For most collectors
around today, these were the first stamps purchased from the post office for
our collections. Indeed, we learned the numerical order of the presidency from
the face values used on this colorful set of stamps.

Several award winning exhibits of "the prexies" have focused
increasing attention on this series which demonstrate an incredible variety of
rates, usages and destinations. A number of students have made significant
contributions including the monograph by Roland E. Rustad aptly titled, "The
Prexies," which was recently published by the United States Stamps Society
(formerly the Bureau Issues Association). The prexy issue is currently
serialized in the USSS' The United States Specialist. The November 2001 issue
addresses the usage of the 500 William Howard Taft stamp, the 29th in a series
of prexy articles.

The illustrations below depict, from a New Jersey perspective, the
prexies' wonderful variety of rates and usages from the 1/21Z through the 10¢
denominations. Part 2 will include the 11C through dollar value usages.
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SOUTHARD NOTEBOOKS
by Jean R. Walton

Mr. Southard: Business as Usual

Notes
Southard's choice of the law for a career was probably instrumental in

creating the physical collection of letters which have been preserved for us. He
was aware early on in his career of the need for records, and it is the exception

when he has not docketed an item received with the date received and whether or

not any action was taken upon it. I believe this came from his training in law. We

have included any information which Samuel Southard has written on these letters below the
addressee, and indicated it as "Noted:." Many of the letters that remain to us relate specifically

to his law practice and the cases he was involved in, but he brought this practice of docketing to

all of his mail, not just that pertaining to the law.

How he came to the decision to practice law is serendipitous. Like many young men,
Southard had not decided upon his graduation from Princeton just what profession he wished to
follow. He rejected the clergy, feeling himself not sufficiently religious. But the choice of law

was almost a reluctant one, made not for the love of the profession, but as the likeliest means to
an end. Even the earliest letters have shown his interest in making a place for himself in the eyes

of the nation and whether that was to be in the courts or in the field of politics did not

particularly matter to him. Either way, he had an abundance of ambition. To the law, he brought
the necessary qualities of intelligence and a logical mind, a talent for oratory, and a solid
classical education. It was to become his bread and butter, and would keep his family fed as he

traversed the ups and downs of politics.

Historical Background

Southard was very much still in search of himself when he took the position of teacher in
Mendhain; in fact, he left Mendham after a year and a half, still with no firm plan except to make
a tour of the South. He was in Washington visiting his father, when one of his father's friends,
John Taliaferro, also a Member of Congress, approached him about the possibility of tutoring his
children and the other children in his household, on a rather well-to-do plantation called Hagley,
in King George's County near Fredericksburg, Virginia. This was not uncommon - Princeton
graduates were often sought out for such positions by Southerners. It was appealing enough that
Samuel abandoned his tour of the Deep South and went instead to Virginia.

There is no doubt that accepting the position of tutor in the Taliaferro family in Virginia
was a life-changing experience for Samuel Southard. He had grown up in a simple agricultural
Jeffersonian Jersey family, and although his father was a Member of Congress, the senior
Southard was responding more to the call of duty than the ambition which moved his son. His
own ties were to the land. The five years which Samuel Southard spent in Virginia were in an
atmosphere very different from the one in which he had grown up.

0
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Lucius Q. C. Elmer describes this new life very well. He writes in 1872: "It is not easy
now fully to appreciate the advantages enjoyed by an acceptable tutor in the family of a rich and
cultivated planter in Virginia sixty years ago.... The manner of the people are plain, frank,

hospitable and independent, proud of their Virginiaism and all its peculiarities.....No farmer
would think of sitting down to dinner with less than four dishes of meat, or to breakfast without
several different kinds of warm bread."' Southard was accepted into this family and regarded
with the warmth of a family member.

John Taliaferro was a cultivated man, with a large library of his own, and many lively

conversations were engaged in around the fireside, or at the homes of friends and relatives. One
such relative was James Monroe whose own home in Loudon County was not far away.
Southard was provided with a horse, and was free to make his own social calls. It happened that
he attracted the attention of Monroe, and he was a frequent guest in that home as well. Jefferson
too was well-known in the I aliat'erro household.

Southard's Virginia acquaintances encouraged him to study law, and in 1807 he began
his studies under the tutelage of Judge Brooke and Chancellor Green. He passed the Virginia
bar in 1809, though even at that point he had not definitely decided to actually practice law. He
did however argue a case or two in the Virginia courts, and the following anecdote is telling:

`His first effort was at Stafford Court-house, before the venerable Judge Parker, who held the
District Court. ... When Mr. Southard arose to argue the case, he remained motionless, and
without recollection or apparent consciousness, for several minutes, until every one was agonized
at his condition. At length, he unconsciously moved his hand and touched a book, which he
intended to use, this book fell on a table, some inches lower, and opened to a page he meant to
quote. The noise aroused him; his eye caught the passage; his recollection returned, and he made
his argument. The fall of that book probably decided his profession for, had he taken his seat,
without making the argument, he would not afterwards have made an attempt." 2

While his friends in Virginia suggested that he stay in that vicinity, Southard chose to
return to New Jersey to practice law. His family and acquaintances were there, which he felt
would contribute to a more rapid recognition in fields beyond the practice of law. He passed the
New Jersey bar in 1811. He selected Flemington for his first home and practice, and his practice
grew quickly. He soon found he had more than enough to keep him busy, although the
remuneration was not as great as he might have hoped. His eye was always out for ways to add
to his income, understandable with a growing family and the illnesses of both his wife and son.
He frequently spoke publicly, and increased the awareness in others of his abilities.

His career in law was soon to be accelerated, when he was chosen in 1815 by Aaron
Ogden to represent him in the Steamboat case - Livingston and Fulton vs. Aaron Ogden and
Daniel Dod - regarding the monopoly rights to steamboat travel between New York and New
Jersey, and New Jersey's retaliatory measures.3 This was a case of great importance, to be

Elmer , Lucius Q. C. The Constitution and Government of the Province and .State of New Jersey with Biographical Sketches of

the Governors from 1'76-1845 and Reminiscences of the Bench and Bar, during more than Half a Century Martin R . Dennis &

Co.. Newark, 1872

The New-England Magazine . Volume 9, Issue 7, July 1835, United States Senate. Samuel L. Southard - biog. of Sen.

Southard, pp. 17-31, Published by J. T. and E. Buckingham , Boston, 1835. The judge decided in his favor.

Covered in NJPH Vol 22. No. 5, Whole Number 110, November 1994
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argued before the New Jersey Legislature, and Ogden had offered Southard a blank check for his
services.

This would at first seem illogical - the Republican Southard, always political even as a
young man, had strongly opposed the Federalist Ogden in the last election, yet Ogden
approached this young man, only four years into the practice of law in New Jersey, for his
services. There are compelling reasons why Ogden felt Southard was his best choice. The
Legislature was to be the deciding body, and the majority were not of the same party as Ogden;
the choice of Samuel Southard, whose family name and politics allied him with the opposing
party, was likely a ploy to win over votes from the opposition. For Southard, the persuasion no
doubt lay in both the recognition he would gain, and the remuneration he needed. To be asked
was an honor which could not help but appeal to his vanity. Setting his own price was a strong
added incentive.

Southard did not win this case', but his eloquence was well received and his arguments
applauded in the Legislature. This opportunity brought others. His performance won him
accolades, and Lucius Stockton, not of the same party, described his day-long speech as follows:

His whole speech, which appeared to me to be delivered almost extempore, or with very short
notes, to which he gave no perceivable application, was clear, neat, ornate, fluent. and sententious,
manifesting a capacity of intellect really gigantic. It was distinguished by a lucid order and
arrangement, united with great precision and simplicity of eloquence, which, however, was very
forcible, and rising to a high degree of excitement in certain parts, but particularly in the conclusion
of his argument. ... Though I have been accustomed for many years to hear the most eminent men
on our country. ...yet I say with sincerity that, in my judgment, he was never exceeded by a man of
any age, and rarely if ever equaled by a man of twenty-seven years old. His voice is clear, musical,
and though not very strong, so distinct that you never fail to hear every word. He delivered a
speech neither defective nor redundant, which created an indelible impression on his hearers.- 5

Southard leveraged this newfound renown into a seat in the State Legislature later in
1815, and from there, his career moved into the courts. He had been with the Court of Chancery
almost from the beginning of her career. When a position on the New Jersey Supreme Court
became available, he was appointed to fill that role, at only twenty-eight years of age. He served
as a judge for five years, and this precluded him from private practice. But his next move to the
U.S. Senate allowed him to return to that practice, with of course the restrictions on his time
because of the months each year spent in Washington. Following his appointment to the
Cabinet, his life was too full for much else.

It is interesting and noteworthy however that on his return to New Jersey in 1829, he was
able to pick up his law practice again with little difficulty. Indeed, there was sufficient business
in 1832 to add a partner, James Wilson6. son of the James Wilson whose term he had completed

The Legislature voted pretty much along party lines, despite Southard's eloquent arguments. There were only two

crossovers, one of those being David Thompson. Jr„ who voted with the Federalists in favor of Ogden's case,

which earned him some criticism within his own National Republican party. [Birkner, pp 30-37] Southard

remained in the forefront of other NY/NJ border disputes, as the letter of July 10. 1830 is witness.

5 Lucius Stockton quoted in Elmer, ob cit.

6 A number of the letters here attest to the fact that Wilson was heavily involved in cases he shared with Southard.

See in particular letters dated 2 Aug 1832, 23 Aug 1832, 2 Sept 1835, and 16 May 1836.
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on his first trip to the U.S. Senate. Wilson handled the bulk of the routine but necessary

paperwork. After a brief interim. Southard returned to the Senate in 1 8 3 3, but continued to
practice. No\\ ho^>`ever he had a name. and was sought after by large companies. and man\ of

the major concerns in New Jersey sought him out - for example. The Society for Useful
Manufactures [S.U.M.] in Paterson. The Joint Companies. and the Morris Canal and Banking
Company. This is not to say however that he did not continue to take on smaller cases, as many
of the following letters attest. In fact. with his responsibilities in the Senate and his active
private practice. combined with the efforts he put into the growth of the Whig pam. Southard
had more than enough to keep him busy during these last ten years of his career.

Court scene - the ierdict

from Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper

Taking on a new case -

from f farm Ballads. by Will Carlton. harper K, Bros AT. 1882

Delaware &Raritan Canal interests conjoined with the Camden & Amboy RR.
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Collection of: Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
Samuel L. Southard, Esq.

Flemington
Hunterdon County

N Jersey
From: Stephen J. Ogden

[Noted: S. J. Ogden]

New Jersey Supreme Court
September Term 1814

John Den ex deco
Israel Rickey

vs

Richard Fen
Esau I Iinds tenant

}

Southard: Feb 3, 1815
P'mkd: Morristown, N.J.

[M44/mss Paid 15]

Ejectments for lands in Morris County

State of the Case

{ On Rule to show
Cause why the ver-
dict should not be
set aside and a new
trial granted.

Upon the trial of the Cause, Israel Rickey by his Counsel offered in evidence a

Deed from the sheriff of the County of Morris, bearing date the twenty-third day of
October on the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and two for the lands in
controversy, which Deed was made and Executed by the said sheriff to the said Israel
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Rickey in virtue of an Execution issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of said County
upon a certain judgment endorsed in said Court in the Term of September in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and one, between Samuel Hinds, Plaintiff, and Esau
Hinds and Silas Hinds, Defendants. And also proved that the Defendant had been in
possession of the premises for about twelve years, or before the year Eighteen Hundred
and thereupon the Plaintiff rested his evidence.

The Defendant then by his Counsel offered to prove that at the time the said
Sheriff sold the said lands in question by virtue of said Execution, and at the time he lived
thereon, the defendant Esau Hinds and Silas Hinds and each of them had and PFE)ffefed
goods and chattel on the said lands and premises of whieh he might have levied --------
sufficient to pay satisJ the eet the Debt costs, to which the Plaintiff by his Counsel
objected. and the Court rejected the Evidence.

The Defendant thus offered to prove that Israel Ricky at the request of Esau Hinds
above named, attended the sale of the said Sheriff of the said lands, for the purposes of
buying in the same for the said Esau and the said Israel at the said sale bought the land
for the said Esau and afterwards took the deed aforesaid in his own name, and that -----
after the ---- purchase, the said Israel, the said Esau paid this said Israel the balance of the
purchase money paid for the said lands not before advanced to which the plaintiff by his
counsel objected, and the Court sustained the objection

X

No
direct

test
was

offered

The Defendant thus offered further to prove, that the said lands even worth
at the time of the sale seven or eight hundred dollars, and that the said Israel gave
at the sheriffs sale aforesaid no more than ninety-nine dollars and fifty cents, to
which the plaintiff by his Counsel objected, and the Court over-ruled the Evidence.

Stephen J. Ogden, att'y for the Def't
Question

Annexed is the State of the Case, agreeable to my notes in the action of Ejectmt
Hinds ads_ Rickey, which I regret not being able to forward to you before - You will
please to look over it, and if I do not hear from you soon, shall conclude it is correct --
would have sent you notice of argument but, not knowing whether it was your wish to
attend to it next term, have omitted it for the present.

Respectfully yours
Stephen J. Ogden
Morristown
Jan 28 1815

Sam'l L. Southard Esq.
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Collection of. Joseph Geraci

Letter addressed to:
Samuel L. Southard, Esq.

Trenton

From: Josiah Schanck
[Noted: Josiah Schanck's Letter]

Sam'l L. Southard, Esq.

Dear Sir,

Southard: May 2, 1821

P'mkd: N. Brunswick, N.J.
[N20 black/PAID. 6]

New Brunswick 2" May 1821

By my father ' s request I have taken my pen in hand this morning to address a few
lines to you, and if it was possible for me to write you satisfactory , it would be a pleasure
to me. His business appears to me to be on such a nature as to require much more
penetration than I profess , but let me make the attempt : I in the first place have to state
that you are to be employed together with Theodore Frelinghuysen in a Case pending in
Chancery - in a suit brought against my father as Executor of his father's estate by the
widow of Abraham Schanck, my father's youngest brother. This suit, if I can any way
understand it, is brought by some expression in the will . It appears that the old gentleman
intended his children to be made all exactly equal , and so to make it, he left to Abraham's
widow & son a certain sum extra for a certain improvement which Abraham Schanck had
made on that part of the place which he intended for him . And as I understand it,
Abraham Schanck contracted some considerable debt in making this improvement and at
his death, which took place but a very short time before his father's, his creditors of
course made their demand. And David Bishop, merchant of Amwell Township, being
left an Executor of the Estate of my grandfather did pay off these debts so contracted by
Abrm. Schanck; at any rate, the debt was either paid by him or Father, which I now do
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not recollect. But at any rate, it was left in the will in such a manner as to enable the
Executors to discharge the debt and then pay to Abraham's family one equal proportion
with his other children, and now the Executors, says father, can show vouchers that
Abraham's family has been made entirely equal independent of this, but by the ingenuity

of the lawyers, they have attempted and have made it appear that this paid sum was an

extra affair altogether. This is not so, 1 believe verily, for the old gentleman did know at
the time of his making the will that the part of the place which Abraham had made this
improvement would be sold with the rest of his estate and if he did not make some
provision by leaving an extra sum, that Abraham's family would consequently lose all the
labor and improvement which had been made. Secondly, Father says, that all the money
which has been paid the widow is not set forth in the will filed. There is one sum of $287
and the further sum of $60. And he says that at the time of its being drawn, he did not
know of its being final.

And now, Mr. Southard, through me and by my particular request, knowing you
had the settlement of my uncle's estate D. Bishop, I did request him to employ you that
perhaps you may have had some previous knowledge of the [last?] action and the conduct
of the widow. I hope, my dear sir, you will take a particular interest for my father is so
impaired by having shocks of the palsy that he can do but little and little can be expected
from him. If you think it necessary for him to come to Trenton with me and I will
endeavor to send him.

I have but little more to say with regard to any observation for my Father, but that

I still hope and believe you will engage some part of your time in making the necessary
enquiry either from a copy of the will or from Mr. Frelinghuysen, the man who tried the

cause the first time. My father is very infirm indeed, but still if necessary in your opinion
to come to Trenton with me, I will endeavor to have him come. Be pleased to overhaul
the papers of D.B. and see if no light can be thrown on the subject, and only take that
interest which I am sensible you will and I shall be satisfied. He, my father, wishes me
to mention one other thing to you. Foolish as it may appear, to please him I will do it,
and that is, he thinks he has ever sustained the character of both a Christian and a
tolerable citizen, and now upward of 60 years old, and to have it said in a public court as
did W.P. Clark that he was not, so hurt him to the quick; these things will so happen with
you lawyers, but too much has frequently been done in that way. I conclude, dear sir, by
subscribing myself

Your most ob't hum'l ser'vt

JJ Schanck

1 /3 1 enclose you $10
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Collection of. Joseph Geraci
Letter addressed to:

The Hon'ble Samuel L. Southard
Washinton, D.C.

From: George Wood

[Noted: G. Wood]

Dr Sir,

c4t,^0-1

Southard: Jan 10, 1824
P'mkd: N. Brunswick, N.J.

[N20 red/Free]

I received your letter and immediately wrote on to Mr. Bullock, informing him
that Mr. Webster was employed and suggesting the propriety of employing an additional
counsel, but have not yet received an answer. I don't believe however that our client will

employ anybody else. They consider it a sort of forlorn hope. For my own part, I have
examined it further, and think we stand a very good chance for success.

I shall go on to the court of Chancery on the 3`d Tuesday of this month & from

thence to Month[ly] Court. Before I leave this, I should let you know, certainly whether
the cause will come on, and if it will, when it will probably be necessary for me to leave
here for Washington. By examining the list, I presume you can ascertain these things.

Send me your brief in the other cause you mentioned and I will prepare.

Yours sincerely,

George Wood
New Brunswick 10 January 1824

Samuel L. Southard, Esquire

iM.
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Collection of: Robert Rose Southard : Apr 22, 1830

Letter addressed to: P'mkd : Mt. Holly, N.J.

Honorable [M56 red brown/ 6]
Samuel L. Southard

Trenton
New Jersey.

From : Wm Frick
[Noted: Gen'l Frick, letter 22 April rec'd & ans . 26 April 1830]

Vincentown April 22 1830

Dear Sir,
Conceiving my wife to have an interest in a certain farm and plantation, your

opinion I should be glad to have for which when I see you will cheerfully pay. The facts

are as follows:
John Monrow, her grandfather, late of the County of Burlington, made and

published his will in the presence of three subserving witnesses, bearing date of 5th day
May 1786. In 1787 he died without altering or revoking his will, it was proved on the 8`h

of November 1787 and by his will, after making sundry devises and bequests, did devise
in the words following:

Item. I give and devise unto my grandson John Stockton all that plantation which
I purchased of Treserve Brown according to the resurvey thereon during his
natural life - provided he shall return and settle in New Jersey within three years
after any decease, and after his decease I give and devise the said plantation unto
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his heirs lawfully begotten of his body to hold the same as an Estate in fee simple;

and for default of such heir then I order my Executors to sell the said plantation

and divide the money arising therefrom among my daughter Nancy Stockton's
children, share and share alike, only Monrow Stockton to have two shares. John
Stockton the deviser survived the testator, came into the State of New Jersey, and

settled on the devised premises within three years after the death of the testator,
married and had issue and died in September 1827. The issue of the said John
Stockton were two children, one (the youngest) died an infant of three years old

and in the lifetime of his father. The eldest, John M. Stockton, arrived of age,
married, had one son Charles Stockton, and died in the year 1821. His wife, son
and his father (John Stockton the deviser) surviving - John Stockton the devisee,

died in September 1827 as before stated. His grandson Charles Stockton, only

child of his son John M. Stockton surviving - Charles Stockton died in March
1830, underage, unmarried, without issue and intestate. The persons connected in

the nearest degree of consanguinity to the said Charles Stockton on the part of his

paternal ancestor (the testator who devised the premises) are Monrow Stockton

and William Stockton, brothers of John Stockton the devisee and his sisters Mary

Bishop, widow of John Bishop, [&] Margaret Frick, my wife. Jonathan Stockton
and Stacy Stockton, deceased brothers of the said John Stockton died long before

Charles, each leaving issue. John Stockton (the deviser) and his son John M.
Stockton, by deeds of bargains and sale, conveyed to different persons parts of the
devised premises, the foregoing being a state of facts. Your opinion is requested
to the 4 following queries.

IS1: To whom do the devised premises now belong?
2"d: Has the widow of John M Stockton a right of dower in the premises?
3`d: Can those who purchased of John Stockton the deviser and his son hold

the premises conveyed to them by the deeds of bargain and sale, and can
they move from off the premise's houses and other permanent
improvements put thereon, and fixed to the freehold?

4`h: How are those now entitled to the premises to obtain possession of the
same?

As the property seems to be without an owner (at this time, or more claimants
than have any right) your opinion as speedily as possible will very much oblige me.

Respectfully yours etc.
Wm. Frick

Hon'ble Samuel L. Southard.

IL

n
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Collection of. Nathan Zankel Southard Jun 2, 1830
Letter addressed to: P'mkd: New Brunswick, NJ

Samuel L. Southard, Esq. [N22/Paid 61
Trenton

N.J.
From: P.D. Vroom
Noted: D. Britton ads. Schenck & wife/Letter from Gov. Vroom

Somerville 1 June 1830

D. Sir -

Yours of this morning by Mr. Britton is j ust received . In answer , I can only say
that I have heard nothing of the cause , except what I have heard from you. I was, as you
may recollect, at Trenton on the 25`h (last Tuesday) - No one appeared before me to move

the case. It cannot now be done without further notice.

In haste.
Very respectfully.

Your ob' s.
P.D. Vroom

Sam'l L. Southard, Esq.

P D Vroom, Governor o(,\'ew Jersey
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Collection of. Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
Samuel L. Southard, Esquire

Trenton
New Jersey.

From: Rich'd P. Thompson

Southard: Jun 10, 1830

P'mkd: Salem, N.J.
[S2 Jun 13/Paid 10]

[Noted: Camden Bank V. Ed. & Wm Hall, Letter from R.P. Thompson 10 June 1830]

Dear Sir,
Salem N.J. June 10th 183

Our court of Com[mon] Pleas now in Session have just pronounced an

opinion in a cause in which I feel particularly and personally interested against my client.

The suit was brought by me for the Camden Bank vs. Edward Hall and
William Hall and as I shall remove it to the Sup. Court, I shall want the benefit of your

assistance there - as the case is a "long yarn," I will take the first opportunity of having a
conversation with you. I write fearing the opposition party might retain you and I should
be sorry to have you against me.

With sentiments of gr't respect
I remain etc.

Rich'd P. Thompson
S.L. Southard, Esq.
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THE CONTINUING STORY OF NY/N,1 BORDER DISPUTES

The following is a copy of a letter from John Rutherford to Elias Van Arsdale, sent to
Samuel Southard for his information, as noted below the copy in a short note to Southard.

Southard at this time was State Attorney General , and as such had inherited the case
against New York over border disputes. This was a continuing issue for the two States. A suit
had been prepared by Theodore Frelinghuysen , who preceded Southard in this office, after
attempts to have these disputes settled in the I louse and Senate had failed.

New York and New Jersey had long disputed their border, in particular with reference to
Hudson River rights and the islands between the two. Since well before statehood, these matters
had been in the courts . New York insisted on its rights to all the waters of the Hudson River, to
its western edge , based on land grants by King Charles II to the Duke of York in 1664. This
caused New York to bump heads with New Jersey on many occasions, as New Jersey was
unwilling to accept this view. The Steamboat War of 1815 was but a part of the whole panoply
of events.

After attempts to solve these border questions in the House and Senate failed . New Jersey
brought suit against New York in the U.S. Supreme Court. New York at first refused to
recognize the Court' s jurisdiction in this matter . Briefs were originally prepared by
Frelinghuysen as Attorney General, and Samuel Southard, on taking this office, became chief
counsel with William Wirt in arguing this case before the Supreme Court.

The Court, which convened in March of 1830 to hear the case , found it had no opposing
counsel present from New York. The case was postponed until January of 1831, with the same
result , and the Court then agreed to an ex pane proceeding . The case however was never
brought to completion . In 1832, New York persuaded New Jersey to negotiate directly.
Commissioners were appointed and an agreement was finally reached in 1833 and ratified in
1834. New York yielded its most extreme claims to Hudson River rights, and New Jersey
renounced its claim to Staten Island . This compact between the two states also gave New York
jurisdiction over Bedlow 's [now Liberty] Island and the little 3-acre Ellis Island, but New Jersey
was given rights to the river around these islands, and the land beneath the river. While no
dramatic court victory came out of this for Southard , the desired result was achieved.

This was not to be the end of these disputes nor the last Supreme Court case on these
border squabbles between New York and New Jersey. Since 1834, landfill has expanded Ellis
Island from its original three acres to its present twenty-seven plus acres - all of course located in
what was the river around the original island . New Jersey thus argued her right to this land, and
in a Supreme Court decision in 1998 , won this case , dividing the island between the two states,
with New York retaining only its original three acres. This decision was based on the 1834
agreement.

Star Ledger. May 27, 1998
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Collection of: Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
Hon. Samuel L. Southard

Trenton, N.J.
From : John Rutherford
[Noted : Mr. Rutherford /Mr. Van Arsdale /N.J. v. N.Y.]

Southard: Jul. 10, 1830
P'mkd: Belleville, N.J.

[B 11 /Paid 10]*

My Dear Sir, Edgarton , July 10, 1830
I have had the pleasure of a visit from the Attn 'y Gen 'l and some conversation respecting

the suit of the State against N.Y. I have strongly recommended a conversation with yourself on
the subject and hope that, at the ensuing Court of Chancery , you and he will be able to devote an
hour to it.

It appears to me that our grants and possessions, the subsequent claims and
encroachments of the royal government over the proprietory , and the many hardships N. Jersey
has sustained should be spread out on the bill, and the whole made a matter of feeling for the
public as well as law for the Judges . Above all that the N . Jersey Act of 1747, recognizing the
claim of the State, should not be passed over in silence,
Elias Van Arsdale Esqr. Truly yours,

My dear Sir,
I have just written the foregoing to Mr.Van Arsdalc and hope that it will be convenient

for you and him to converse together at the ensuing term of the Court if Chancery.
Sincerely yours,

Mr. Samuel L. Southard John Rutherford

See Coles, p. 140
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Collection of. Jean Walton
Letter addressed to:
Samuel L. Southard, Esqr.

Trenton

New Jersey
From: Samuel Perkins Jr.
[enclosure - note from Thomas Wallace]

Mr. Samuel L. Southard

Southard: Feb 23, 1831

P'mkd: Burlington, N.J.
[mss]
18

February the 22. 1831

I write these few lines to inform you that we cannot get Daniel Fenimore and Joseph
Shelley and John Larzalier to state what they know, but they say that we must subpoena them
and they will tell all they know about our concern, and we think that they know a great deal to
the purpose. Benjamin Ridgway says he knows William Vansciver not to be a fair dealer. I
think more than half the neighborhood will too, and Isaac Vansciver too. Garret Sutvan says he
heard Wm say that the business should not be settled while he lived. I enclose to you the few
lines that Thomas Wallace gave me in his own handwriting and says he will testify to the same.
William Nuots - one of the Executors of Barnet Vankirk - says he knows that them j udgments
William Vansciver has testified to is not settled by a darn'd sight. He says Samuel Vanbrunt
says he heard William Vansciver say that if it was likely to go against him, he would make all his
property over to Harriet or one of his children. I don't think that discourse [shows? ] an honest
principle. I like[wise] enclose to you a copy of Mr. Larzalier's Docket to show that William
Vansciver's neighbors don't think him as rich as he swore to in that answer. I expect you have

the copies from the clerk's office that Sims had. If you have not, please send a few lines and we
will get what is necessary. Samuel Perkins Jr.

Jonathan Vansciver says he knows the address to belong to the property.

NJPH -149-

November 2001



Enclosed note from Thomas Wallace:

Feb'ry 2lst, 1831 Being asked previous to this date by Wm Vanscivers that if I was in his
place, if I would not cheat the legalities of his Father, the answer I gave was no. I would settle

with them fair. His reply was "I be damn'd if I don't mean to plague them."

Thomas Wallace

Burlington - an ancient tree

from Barber & Howe

Do you have a cover franked by Samuel L . Southard as Secretary of the Navy (September 16,
1823 - March 4, 1829 ), or as ad interim Secretary of the Treasury (March 7 - July 31, 1825) or of
War (May 26 - June 19 , 1828)? Or as President Pro Tern of the Senate (April 6, 1841 - May 31,
1842 )? Even if there are no contents , a photocopy of the franked cover for illustration with this
material would be most welcome.

In fact, all Southard letters in the possession of members which have not previously been printed
are welcome. Please send all photocopies to Jean R. Walton, 125 Turtleback R. Califon NJ 07830.

0
NJPH -150-
November 2001



Collection of. Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
The Honorable Samuel L. Southard
Counsellor at Law & in his absence to be opened

by his partner in business Mr. Wilson
Trenton

New Jersey.
From : Aaron Ogden*
[Noted : Ogden V Baker /letter of Col. A./ans. 11 Aug 1832]

Southard : Aug 2, 1832
P'mkd : Jersey City, N.J.
[J6 green/mss PAID 20]
Double post paid by A-(^.

Jersey City Aug 1 1832
Dear Sir,

I wrote to you on Friday last enclosing a letter to me from the S. Court of the U.S. Dist.
Court, and now send another letter to me from the same person.

No answer has been received to my first letter and therefore I presume that you are
absent. My apprehension is that by pleading so late, the attorney for the Defendant may be able
to prevent a trial at the ensuing term. I have already lost by death three very important witnesses
and if by delay I should lose a fourth, it will in a great degree jeopardize the [part?] of the trial.

Pray inform me whether Mr. William Jeri has served upon you a copy of his plea.
I am dear Sir

Yours with the
Highest respect

Aaron Ogden

Note this is the same Aaron Ogden of the Steamboat case in 1915. He addresses this letter to Southard or. in his

absence, to his new law partner.
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Collection of. Jean Walton
letter addressed to:
James Wilson Esgr.

Trenton
From : John Youle

Southard : Aug. 23, 1832
P'mkd: Tuckerton, N.J.
[T28 w/mss date in red ink]

Paid 10

[Noted: Youle v. Richards) Letter of Youle rec' d and ans'd Aug. 25, 1832]

James Wilson Esq'r

Sir
Tuckerton, Aug. 20th, 1832

It is now a considerable time since I have seen or heard from you in relation to my
business with Richards.

If the injunction has been dissolved, it is no more than I expected, and in fact
would be of little consequence. As for the error in the proceedings, as well as the very
great delay made by [Mr. Shiffl in both cases - gave Evans time to get away the principal
part of the winter. It is a matter of surprise to me however that in the lapse of time since
this suit was first commenced by Mr. Sims, I have never yet obtained a hearing. On the
examination of witnesses - if they could be effected - I think it would give a different
complexion to the business. The hearing Evans, I believed, has strenuously endeavored
to avoid by his [hard] swearing.

Please to inform me on receipt of this (in case this suit has not already been
dismissed) when the Court of Chancery sits [etc.] and will send you twenty dlrs by a
person who is going to Trenton next week.

Respectfully yours, in much haste

John Youle
P.S. My mother when prosecuting her Right of Dower against Evans and others - Judge

Eayne I expect will be empowered to act for her.

[The following is a draft of a reply written by Wilson on the back of the lettersheet:]

Southard's law partner in Trenton D
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Draft reply written on back of letter sheet by James Wilson:

Sir,
Trenton, Aug 25, 1832

Your letter of the 20th inst. was received this morning. The injunction in your
suit agt. Evans & Richards was dissolved at last, April Term. The Bill has not been
dismissed and the cause may proceed if you desire it. I wrote to you by mail last April

immediately after the Ct's dissolved the injunction, informing you what was the state of
the suit, inquiring whether you wished your witnesses to be examined. ThisThis ha r think rrxc^rncr

have ^A,r-44en to the same effeet once sifice that !iFne but of this 1 afn not sure. Having

rec'd no reply from you, I conclude that you had made some an arrangement with [rels]
or from some cause had determined to-€'not to proceed further. This will Before April T.,
the cause c'd not be brought to a hearing, & this will explain to you why it has not been
done since. The next term of the Ct. will commence on 2nd Tuesday of Oct. newnear-

If you desire to
take the testimony off witnesses, inform me how many you wish to have examined,
whether you can procure their attend. without subp'as, & at what place and time you can
most conveniently attend to it. 1 will then ^N,Fite you whether 1 will then wfite y I will
then send you subp'as if necessary & write you whether the time you mention will suit
my previous engagements.

Bird hunting down the shore
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Collection of: Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
His Excell'v Sam'I L. Southard

Gov'r. New Jersey

Trenton

From: Rob't Lee
[Noted: Case in Chancery]

Southard: Feb 20, 1833
P'mkd: Rah'y, N.J.
[R3 red/mss Paid I0/RLee]

Mr. Samuel L. Southard
Sir, Rahway Feby 20a' 1833

There is a case in Chancery, where I am concerned as Adm. To Estate of
Wm. Baker dec'd - submitted by consent and which we are extremely anxious to have
decided in order to settle the Estate.

The facts of it briefly are:
Alden & wife mortgaged a lot & house to J.P. Tooker to secure the payment of

$600; and then sold to Wm Baker..
J.P. Tooker nominally assigned Bond & Mortgage to Crafts - who prosecuted

Baker, who before a decree was entered, paid Chetwood, Atty for Crafts, or rather Atty
for Tooker, to who Chetwood paid the money.

Some few days after the payment of the money to Mr. Tooker by Mr. Chetwood,
Mr. Baker, who had taken the Bond and Mortgage from Mr. Chetwood, unreceipted, and
uncancelled, goes to New York with them and procures Mr. Crafts to assign them to a
Mr. Baxter, and received a full consideration.

The question intended to be submitted is, whether the payment of the Bond to Mr.

Tooker, through his Atty, Mr. Chetwood by Wm. Baker, after commencement of a suit to
foreclose the mortgage, is such a payment as to destroy the lien upon the house & lot?

It will be observed that the repassing of the Bond, if it can be done, and continue
the encumbrance on the lot, must continue Alden, the maker of the Bond, liable; for I
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take it for granted that anything which pays and annuls the Bond must destroy the
mortgage, which is the security of it.

As Wm. Baker's estate will not pay over 25/100 on the dollar, a preference give to

Wm. Baxter to be paid in full, leaves little or nothing for the other creditors of Wm.
Baker.

It is not intended to shut out Mr. Baxter from claiming rateably with the other

creditors of W. Baker - for money lent. I only contend that Mr. Baxter. On that Bond and
Mortgage and have no preference to be paid in full, if the house and lot will sell fur so

much. It is not intended to be alleged or insinuated that Mr. Tooker or Mr. Crafts have
done or intended any wrong in this, but merely that Mr. Baxter received the Bond and

Mortgage of Rob't Alden as security for 5600.00 when in fact the Bond had been paid.
I am informed that the papers relative this have been with Mr. Potts for many

months, all the parties concerned will esteem it kind to have an early decision
. Roh't Lee

P.S.

The case of R.M. Randolph, supposed to be murdered - for many days, doubts
existed as to its being the fact, but now a number of respectable and well informed people
fully believe it, and believe that one of the persons concerned resides in New York, and
will, if he can be assured a pardon, disclose the names of his accomplices.

If this assurance of pardon can he given, it should be done by notice in the New
York papers, several of them, on the morning of the same day, with instructions to the
person who accepts the offer of pardon, to go immediately to Hays, High Constable, and
come with him without delay to New Jersey.

Perhaps if a tender of pardon is made it would be best, in a letter to Hays,
instructing him how to give the notice, and if anything is disclosed. Hays will of course

know what further steps to take. The ideal is, that if notice is first given in this State, it
would alarm the accomplices here, and they would escape.

R.L.

T

Central part of Rahway.
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Collection of. Joseph Geraci
Letter addressed to:

Hon. Samuel L. Southard

Trenton, N.J.

From: W. H.Sloan

Southard: May 11, 1835
P'mkd: Flemington, N. J

[F5 red/Free]

[Noted: J. Higbee's Estate/letter W.H. Sloan ans'd 16 May
requested him to advertise for settl't of Mr. Wood's Estate.]

Sir,

assented to the day &

Flemington 11 May 1835

Your letter of the 8th inst. is received. The necessary steps by advertisement &c
for passing the account of the Exrs. of Jos. Higbee dec'd at the next Orphs. Court, shall be
attended to. In compliance with your request, I can meet the Exrs at Trenton on
Wednesday the 27th May instant, (if no particular circumstances prevent), and prepare the

account.
I am very respectfully yr

W. H. Sloan

View of the County Buildings at Flemington.
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Collection of: Jean Walton Southard: Sept. 2, 1835
Letter addressed to: P'mkd: Woodbury, N.J.
Samuel L. Southard Esqr. [%V26 w/mss date]

Trenton Sep. 3/Free
N. J.

From: J. C. Smallwood
[Letter inside addressed to James Wilson, but noted in Southard's hand: Gloucester
Pleas/Joseph S. West ad. Phillip Emmell & others/8 Sept. rec. copies of Deeds enclosed
in this letter - 10 sent them to def. & requested directions etc., also in the McKnight &
Richards cases]

James Wilson Esquire

Dr Sir

Enclosed are the copies of the declarations v. Jos E. West.
Yours etc.

J.C. Smallwood
Sep 2 1835

Any censure for the delay is to be charged to Mr. Matlack's account by agreement

between him & myself.
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Contributed by: Craig Mathewson

Letter addressed to:
Hon S. L. Southard

Trentown

N.J.
From: J. Miller

Southard : Nov 2, 1835

P'mkd: Cape Island

[mss, in pale red]
Nov 2/Free

[Noted: Chancery & Supr Court/Gloucester/Jonas Miller v. Thos. L. & John Richards/
Letter of J.M. ans. 5 Nov that Wall informed he had [a Ins conf] & if suit for damages
be brought, he must give directions etc.]

To the Honorable
S.L. Southard

Cape Island Nov. 2, 1835

D Sir,
You will recollect my land cause that Mr. Slone pretended to manage. If he

never as much prevented them from cutting, Blackman and Leeds conveyed
the land in dispute, to Thos. L. and John Richards in July 1834. 1 applied to

Gen'l Wall by filing a bill etc. an injunction was issued and all cutting has

been stopped, but not until Richards [caused?] great waste, for which I have
a heavy claim, not only on him but Blackman and Leeds - for which I am

anxious to have settled. Be so good as to look into it and if nothing can be

done before you leave for Washington, have it so arranged, that it can be
settled next year. Leeds I think is insolvent, but with Blackman, I am in
hopes it is otherwise.

From yours Respectfully

J Miller
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Collection of: Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
James Wilson, Esquire.

Trenton N.J.
From: R.P.Thompson

Southard: May 16, 1836
P'mkd: Salem, N.J.

[S2 black/10]

[Noted: Holmes's Ex'rs V Rowan etc./letter of RP Thompson, May 15, 1836]

May 15, 1836

Dear Sir

As I came down the river, Mr. Holmes told me that you supposed my signature necessary
to enable you to comply with the requisition of the Court in the case of Holmes vs. Rowan. I did
not suppose so or I should have seen you again before I left Trenton. I understood the Court only
to say that they would require the case to cone before them by postea which would authorize
them to decide the points presented in the agreement - and I presumed that you would [ ] the
postea, embraced in it the agreement of the parties and that my name would not be necessary - 1
am strengthened in that belief by the fact that I had a case decided at the present Ter. [term]
similarly situated and upon consulting the Ch. Jus. how he would have it, he directed the mode

above stated.
However, I have no hesitations in yielding my assent to that course or any other which

the Court shall prefer so that you may not be delayed. I expected you to take the Judgment at
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this Term and I will with great pleasure give you my name if necessary to effect that object. You

will have the goodness if the Postea is drawn and Judgement entered as I have suggested without
the necessity of my signature, pursue with care the order of the Court which allows "the
consideration money with interest and costs and no more" and this of course will include

5. Expenses of witnesses etc. 36.13
Int. from etc. etc. 8.49

6. Counsel fees etc. 463.00
Interest 110.40

$618.02

Very respec'y
Yr[
R.P.Thompson

Aa
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Collection of. Jean Walton
Letter addressed to:

Sam'! L . Southard , L.L.D.
Trentown

New Jersey

From : William H . Brewer
INoted : Wm. H. Brewer/ans'd 16 June 1836]

I Lowell Township, Monmouth County
State of NJ Squancum post office

Southard: Jun 4, 1836
P'mkd: Squancum, N.J.

[mss]
10 [appears to he crossed out]

June 1", 1836

Friend Samuel L. Southard, I now write to you to inform you that Levi Knott has sold his land
and also has sold that piece of my land that I was talked with you about at Freehold Court House
on April 29`h 1835. 1 believe that the buyer would not pay him all in consequence ofour owning
the piece of land that he had sold and now we want to know what would be the best course to
take. I want you to assist us in this affair so that we may go straight and not get in to error. As
you told me that I had better sue said Knott before a justice, I did so and he would not be taken
by the Constable and finally ran away, and since that his family has moved off to the Western
country. If we have to contend with the people that he has sold to, I shall have to come and see

-- - l h d I i how to procee wyou to get counse , . s you
would write to me a few lines, when I could find
you at home.

I am your etc.
William 11. Brewer

Freehold Court house

Samuel Southard received a Doctor of Letters degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1830.
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Collection of. Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:
Samuel L . Southard, Esq.

T-fenten
Washington City, D.C.

From : James Vanmeter
[Noted : Dr. James Vanmeter/his case in Ct.]

Sir,

Southard: Jan 4, 1837
P'mkd: Salem, N.J.
[S4 (b) in red]

Salem December 24 1836

When I first [paid?] the cause commenced in the Court of Chancery, I told Mr; Jeffries
that I should not employ any other person (I gave him the fee). I told him that the Governor
would decide the cause by the testimony and that anything the attorney could say would be of
but little use . In a cause tried by a jury the attorney might have some influence . After he had got
to Trenton , Mr. Jeffries wanted me to give you a fee . I told him if I gained the cause I would be
willing to give you a fee, and if it was decided against me I should not be willing to give you
anything . Mr. Jeffries told me you did not like to engage in the cause without some money. I
then gave the $20 and told him that if the cause was decided against me, I should not give any
more. When I first received the letter , I opened it to Mr. Jeffries and he said you was not entitled
to any more ; for that was the agreement made at the time. What Mr. Jeffries said to you I do not
know but the instructions given to him were as I have stated . When you asked me at Trenton for
more money , I expected you thought that the cause would be decided in my favor , and had it
been I should have sent you the money without being asked for it. I think the Governor did not
do me justice in not compelling Jones to show his father 's books. No harm could have arisen to
Thomas Jones if he had acted in a fair and honorable way. If he had not an opportunity to prove
the fraud , would have been given one; I thought at the time it was a bad omen.

I have enclosed ten dollars which will make fifty you have received and I think will
compensate you for all your trouble.

January 3, 1837
James Vanmeter

D

0
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Collection of. Jim Walker.

Letter addressed to:
Honorable Saml L. Southard, Esqr.

Jersey City Po Of
New Jersey

From: Emley Holcombe

[Noted: Emley I lolcombe/rec. 27 May `39/1 June '39 - ans]*

Southard: May 20, 1839
P'mkd: Lambertville, N.J.

[L2/mss. date]

May 20/20?

Hon. S.L. Southard Esq'r Lambert Ville May 20 1839
Sir in answer to the note rec'd from you some time since I have had some difficulty to

know what to do, as there is none of the Skillmans able to defend the suit against Beaumonts
except Nicholas Skillman and he has been so long making up his mind I am fearful its too late to
do anything. I thought I had a right in the first commencement but I find I have not, as this is a
suit respecting real estate . I called on you some time since to ascertain the [probable ] costs in
case Skillman got defeated but you appeared to be engaged and could not say anything to me at

the time about it. The nature of the action has entirely slipped my memory. I have just seen Dr.
Skillman. He says if he thought there was any chance he would [get] fifty dollars. He says Hugh
Dunn is his main witness and if you would like to know what Dunn knows in the case , he would
come with him and see you immediately if he could ascertain the day he could find you home.
We was in hopes to see you at Flemington court that we might ascertain what would be wanting.
Please to drop me a few lines by first mail.

Yours respectfully

Emley Holcombe

Note this and the next letter are from the same correspondent and pertain to the same business. Here is an

opportunity to see the manner in which Southard docketed his mail . as it is written over the address.
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Collection of. Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:

Honorable Saml L. Southard
Jersey City. New Jersey.

From : Emley Holcombe

Southard: Jul 26, 1839
P'mkd: Lambertville, N.J.

[L2a w/mss date /FREE w/mss free as well]

[Noted: Emley Holcombe rec. 31 July '39 . See entry in Docket]

Dear Sir
Lambert Ville July 26, 1839

Yours of the 17th Inst . came to hand 22nd. I have not heard from Skillman for some days
but presume from the conversation I had with Nicholas Skillman , they do not intend doing
anything, and I don ' t feel justifiable as an Adm. - to the expense of a suit my motives in the first
place for stopping.

Beaumont was to delay the time , thinking to get him to leave it to men [me?] to say how it
should be settled , as it appeared to be a loose piece of business altogether , from the
commencement , but I never could get Beaumont to may, well knowing Skillman to be poor and
not able to contend with him and having that old fox Saxton* to advise has let the suit lay over to
this late hour - I have enclosed the $20 as you requested . Its a hard case for the heirs of
Skillman as they are needy . I have nothing further to say; you must do as you think best.

Yours truly, respectfully
Emley Holcombe

S. L. Southard, Esq.

noted. this and the preceding letter relate to the same affair . "'Mat old fox Saxton" refers to Nathaniel Saxton -
from ^%hom a letter l lluµs.
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Collection of: Robert Rose
Letter addressed to:

Honorable Saml L. Southard
US Senate

Washington DC
From: N. Saxton

Southard : Apr 6, 1840
P'mkd : Flemington, N.J.

[F5b w/mss date in black/FREE in black]

[Noted: N. Saxton, causes in Sussex, reed & Ans. 9 April 1840 that no hope of adj't of Con. in time]

Dr Sir Flemington Apr 4 1840
I have several actions of Ejection & Trespass in Sussex in which I am interested. The

parties concerned with me are anxious to be there at the next Circuit. I am unwilling to be there
unless you can attend as I wish Governor Williamson and you to be concerned for me. What I

wish to know is whether you think you could be at home so as to be able to try them at that time
or if you should be released from Washington any other Engagements will interfere. I do not
wish to have them noticed unless there is a certainty of your being able to there. The cases are:

John Den ex dem
Nathanial Saxton
& Jonathan Oliver One F. jectment

V

Theophilus Hunt et al

The Same
V

Ira Fuller et al
} One F.jectment

N. Saxton & J. Oliver
V Two actions of Trespass

Ira Fuller & Ira M. Fuller

All depending on the same boundary question as to the line location of Lawrence, or the

East & West Jersey line.
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Please do let me hear from you on receipt of this -

Yours truly,

N. Saxton
Hon. S.L. Southard Esq.

An old Jersey Map [Fader, 1."8] which I have altered to emphasize the East - West or

l awrenc•e line dividing the colonies of East & Rest Jersey.'

In 1702, the two colonies of East & West Jersey were reunited into the Royal Province of New Jersey, but in
deference to the separate interests of these two colonies, the capital of New Jersey was, by law, alternated between
Burlington & Perth Amboy between 1702 & 1790. For a fuller discussion of the Lawrence and the Keith line, see
The Mapping of New Jersey by John P. Snyder.
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Collection of: Robert Rose

Letter addressed to:
Hon. Samuel L. Southard, Esq.

Washington City
D.C.

From: Geo. Butler

Southard May 30 1840

P'mkd: Belvidere, NJ
[B 17 in red/4-"I mss Free]

[Noted: Geo. Butler/rec. 2 June 1840/McMurtrie vs. McMurtrie/ans. 17 June '40 that I had rec.
$20 of Mr. L. after argument & $30 from him after during trial]

Belvidere May 28 1840
Honorable Sir,

I wish to know from your Honor whether you received twenty dollars of Mr. Sloan after
the argument of our cause and wish your Honor to send me a receipt for the thirty dollars I paid
you this spring and twenty that I paid your Honor as a retaining fee in the spring of 1838, as I
want to settle up with the pleas as soon as possible.

Yours truly,
Geo. Butler

Belridere , from near the Washington Turnpike.
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A Twice Used Postal Card to
Jersey City, New Jersey

and a curious question?

I have recently acquired

this illustrated postal card

which was mailed from

Albany, NY to Jersey City,

NJ twice within a span of

six days. The card is from

the Albany Boatmen's

Association to Daniel S.

Hardenburgh assessing him

$2.20, assessments Nos. 83

& 84 for two recent claims.

Ai^R1. A ;tORESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE OR AT"-

The card, a 0X5, was mailed

from Albany at 2 PM on March

2 (1880) and recieved in Jersey

City at 6 AM on March 3. The

bottom ofthe reverse says "If a
receipt is required return this

card with a three cent stamp

attached." Within a few days

Mr. llardenhurgh returned the

card "with a three cent stamp
(#158) attached" included with
his payment. Back in Albany

the card is stamped PAID and
dated March 8, 1880 in a
circular bright blue ink on its
hack.

ASSESSMENT Nos. 83 & 84. Expiros Mch. 30 . MEMBERSHIP FEB. 26. 1755.

ALBANY BOATMEN ' S RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

2.
t2PM

ORCANIZFO JAN. 28 , 1874. INCORPORATED JAN. 20, 1877.

Asses ant ant
for 18130. a and 4. Office, .,Yhtseum. -Bild'7din , 3Jlbiany, X. Y.

FEB..8.h, .88o.

1)e1u 'w-Hy the death of the following mcmlxas, you are rntnired it. pay into the Treasury of this Association

'1'wla 1 ►ol In r' and ' t arn1y tel.t . within TutPrv nwvs loan time date;

NaMe. I Ace K nsthr.nctc UcrurwTU,", Cwustt oc Dewnl. :I)smm on 11irss+nrtxt:nn •.I
) ,ED . wbaM.mc1'.t•i

nr " t.

Otto. 8. Tbomon.' i1 Pb keepsie. Maim.-, Soil

I tra

ing of the August -1..874. ;Feb. 17 $ga.ao

in.
nOi $9x.20CLae Cassidy. 411 Albany. Carman. Flight" Ikse cc. ' J:nm try .tith. 1074.

DO NOT FORWARD MONEY BY MM!, Remit by Omes Hoops.

Money Order Check or Regate,rd Letter. 1'k+ notify in .ose of 8 10 12 A. I„

Z O / .nr< />< _,za,r e. 1.3010 S dt 610 7 P.1(.

. . ,
z^_ / W If a rzreipt is regtured rentm this card with a three .cent stamp affixed.

That same day it was dated Mar 8. 2 PM at the Albany post office and started its return trip to Jersey

City, where it was received at 7AM on Mar 9.

REMIT TO S. P. SIMMONS, Secretary.
*' If a receipt is required return this card with a three -cent stamp affixed.

Does anyone know why a three cent stamp was required instead of just a one cent stamp put over the

canceled printed indicia? Bob Buckler

RAT TO S 1P SIMMONS Secretary.

0
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The New Germantown Straight Line Revisited

by Robert G. Rose

Earlier this year in the March 2001 issue of NJPH, I wrote about
some of the catalog listing anomalies involving handstamped town markings on
New Jersey stampless covers. Based on the challenge of acquiring rare or
unique markings, I noted that the ability to assemble a nearly complete
collection of all reported town markings is a virtual impossibility. As
significant, perhaps, in the quest for "completeness" is the difficulty in
acquiring that which never existed. Such a marking is the New Germantown
straight line, illustrated below, which I discussed in my last article. I

_A ^6we i &em. A"of
S.y&2. tf

Additional information about this marking has since been brought
to my attention which supports the conclusion that this marking is not an
1815 straight line handstamp but is either: (a) a straight line handstamp used
in 1851 in combination with the 3(t 1851 issue; or (b) a manuscript town
marking that was used in the 1816-21 time period.

David Petruzelli, a student of the 1851 issue usage in New Jersey,
writing in NJPH in 1986, questioned as initially did I, whether the Coles Book2

and the ASCC listing of this marking as an 1815 straight line handstamp was
actually "a typo."3 Petruzelli suggested that this marking may have been a
manuscript town on a 31^ 1851 cover which was in a portion of the Tracy W.

Simpson collection sold by Robert A. Siegel in the early 1960's.4

In fact, Siegel Sale 236, held on December 12-13, 1963 included a
portion of the Simpson collection. Lot No. 1028 reads as follows:

Orange Brown (10) Tied clear New Germantown
N.J. in script str. line, additional ms. cancel, V.F. (E VIII).

Unfortunately, the cover with Simpson's estimated value of $100-
$150 was not photographed so that it is impossible to compare it with the
illustration in the Coles Book.5 Coles made a request for a photocopy of this
marking in the U.S. Classics Society Chronicle in 1980 in connection with the
preparation of his Book, specifically seeking "additional data on the New
Germantown, N.J. straight line townmark listed on page 28 of USPM [Simpson's
U.S. Postal Markings]."6 As reported in the Petruzelli article, "Coles never
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received a response from the owner." However, the use of a 3^ orange brown
strongly suggests an 1851 usage.

The description of the straight line marking in the Siegel catalog,
absent a photograph, is somewhat equivocal. The use of the words "script st.
line" in the description of the Simpson cover could be a reference to the style of
the marking as opposed to the nature or manner in which it was applied to the
cover. The reference to the "additional ms. cancel" in the description is
presumed to refer to the manuscript (late, "Sept 24" which appears immediately
below the straight line town mark and is consistent with Chase,`' Ashbrook8 and
the Simpson Book`' all of which report the (late below as being in manuscript.
However, the $100-$150 estimated value of the cover strongly suggests that the
cover was struck with a handstamp straight line in a script style.

By way of comparison, an ordinary 3 orange brown tied on cover
by a manuscript town marking would not have been lotted in 1963 on an
individual basis since such a cover would not have been worth more than $5
retail at that time. Only a hand stamped straight line as listed in both the Chase
and Ashbrook studies as well as in Simpson's 1959 edition of his U.S. Postal

Markings would have commanded its valuation in the auction.

Of course, if the Simpson cover was an 1851 usage of a
handstamped script style marking, it is entirely possible that it could have
appeared on stampless covers in the 1851-55 time frame. Other notable New
Jersey handstamps, including varieties of the Haddonfield and Lawrenceville
straight lines and the rimless Chanceville, by way of example, are known used
on both stampless covers and with the 3(^ 1851 issue. If such were the case, the
Coles Book's illustration of the straight line would be correct but its year of use
should be "1851"- not "1815" as listed. However, as noted earlier, no stampless
cover with this marking has ever been seen.

Curiously, the style of the handstamped script straight line on the

Simpson cover is very similar to manuscript town marks known to have been

used in New Germantown. Although the Coles Book lists the period of usage of

such manuscript markings from 1823 to 1850, Jean Walton has provided me a
copy of a stampless cover from the Southard correspondence, illustrated below,

which although undated, most probably shows a usage somewhere between

1817 (when Southard moved to Trenton from Flemington some time after having
been appointed a justice to the New Jersey Supreme Court) and 1821 (when

Southard left Trenton for Washington, D.C. in 1821 following his election to the

Senate). The 10(^ paid charge on the covers is consistent with the Act of April 9,
1816 which set 10(t as the rate for 30 to 80 miles. Perhaps Coles confused this

manuscript marking with the straight line handstamp used on the Simpson
cover and somehow assumed an 1815 usage (which would have required a war
rate charge of 12^ for a distance of not over 40 miles).

w
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9

In sum, the facts demonstrate: (1) the existence of a New
Germantown script style handstamp used on a 31^ orange brown with a
presumptive 1851 usage; (2) the absence of any verified examples of stampless
covers with this handstamped marking; and (3) the use of a similar style
manuscript marking with a presumptive use as early as 1817. Based on this
information, the New Germantown straight line script style handstamp listing on
the single reported stampless cover should be removed from both the Coles Book
and the American Stampless Cover Catalog, where in the fifth edition of Volume I
of the latter published in 1997, this "unique" marking has a catalog value of
$500.00.
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NJPHS Literature Available Now

CATALOG
01

NEW .11•ASEY

RAILWAY POSTA1. MARKINGS
by FREDERICK 0. M'\C DONALD

with route wcoros

by Jots L Kay

• NV • ID SIT.
f

Illustrated Directory

NEW JERSEY'
1847 ISSUE COVERS

Brad Arch , Editor

.NI'' ILUNI Is

vq
'tt III^Tom,( s'

der)

'tl. IIIf1W\

f NEW JERSEY'S
FOREIGN MAIL

Gerard J- aeot`eld

Leet.^c `_
b• tL4 y/J./4r

' • .__-'• _> s..

PHIIATELIC LITERAURE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY, Post Paid, from:
Robert G . Rose , New Jersey Postal History Society, P.O. 1945 , Morristown, NJ 07962

New Jersey DPO's, Brad Arch ed., 1981, 2Opp, Pocket Sized Checklist of Discontinued Post Offices--$3.00

Illustrated Directory of New Jersey 1847 Issue Covers, Brad Arch ed., 1987, 44pp & Supplements----$4.00

Catalog of New Jersey Railway Postal Markings, 1984, Frederick D. Mac Donald, 136pp---------------- $10.00

Annual Report of the Railroad & Canal Companies of New Jersey 1854, Reprint 1982--------------------$4.00
New Jersey's Foreign Mail, Gerard J. Neufeld, 1997, 76pp -------------------------------- -----------------$8.00

New Jersey Civil War Patriotic Covers, 1993, (NJPII Whole No. 100), 100 pp, an illustrated study-----$10.00

Robert G. Kaufmann Auction Catalog of the William C. Coles, Jr. Collection of NJ Postal History, with prices

realized------------ - - -- - ------- --------- $5.00
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