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New Jersey Covers Here and About 

Many New Jersey covers have been seen in the past month that have 
apparently surfaced for the first time in some while. 	At PHILATOKYO 
'81, the international exhibition held October 9-18, 1981 in Tokyo, 
Japan, there were several items of particular interest. Duane B. 
Garrett's study of the 1847 used on cover, a large gold winner, was 
graced with a Newark example. 	Bob Paliafito's showing of usages 
of the 30 cent 1861 had a Hackensack to Amsterdam example. 	Bob's 
exhibit also took a large gold. 	The vermeil exhibit of the 24 cent 
1861 of D. Anderson included a Jersey City to South Wales, England 
example. 	In general, the show was an outstanding,one with very 
strong exhibitS. 	The interest shown by the Japanese people in the 
exhibition and not just the bourse was also (7ratifyino,. 

Earlier this year, Bill Herzog's cover with the I'D cent 1.361 issue 
used to japan with a New Brunswick marking was illustrated in NJPH. 

 This cover, along with the remainder of Bill's collection was sold on 
October. 2-3c1981 at au,otion'by RIcAard J.. Frajola 	--Tat was estinated 
to brine S300:0. 

The Pichard Wolffers auction of October 22-31, 1981 contained a 
number of New-Jersey-and related items. 	Lot 359 -was .a 5 cent red brown 
1847 on cover from Philadelphia to Elizabethtown. 	it also showed a 
Blood's Despatch/26/So. SiXtb/28 circular handstand marking. Lot 
494 had a 3 cent 1857 dull red (Scott 26a), type JIa and three 10 cent 
1859 in a vertical strip on a beautiful cover from Newark to Bangkok. 
The cover also showed ondon Paid, "28" accountancy and Id accountancy 
markings and was routed Via Southampton in manuscript. Estimated at 
$3000-$4000. 	Lot 1543 was a Boyd's .City Express 2 cent 1848 (Scott 
20L7) on cover to New Brunswick tied by a "NEW YORK/5 cts/15 MAY" 
circular datestamp. 	This is not a normal cancellation on this stamp. 

Dr. William Reiner-Deutsch 

Will Reiner-Deutsch, treasurer of the Postal History Society, died 
on August 3, 1981. 	His tireless efforts on behalf of postal history 
enthusiasts everywhere will long be remembered for the recognition they 
brought in the international philatelic world. 	He conceived of the 
idea of an affiliated network of all the state postal history groups. 
of which NJPHS is affiliate IA. 

Annual Meeting Comment 

Elsewhere is this issue, you will find the Secretary's report on 
the annual meeting of the Society held in conjunction with NOJEX. As 
all of you know, costs to operate our little organization have con-
tinued to rocket upwards. 	The commission proceeds from the auctions 
have helped to keep us afloat but with the barest-of margins.. We will 
continue to hold six auctions a year, assuming the material is avail-
able. However, to keep costs under control, a membership fee increase 
has become necessary; also, we will reduce the frequency of NJPH  from 
five-times yearly to quarterly. Our Society continues to require your 
support to survive. Please resfond affirmatively when your fee notice 
arrives. 	A prompt response ensures that additonal postage expenses 
will be -  avoided and we will all profit from that. 

Additional articles are needed, too, to continue to provide all of 
us with the kind of journal that is worth the cost of membership. We 
have not exhausted all the research that is available. 
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The TUCKERTON RAILROAD 

by: Brad Arch 

Until the middle of the 19th Century the 
entire New Jersey coast from Sandy Hook down 
to Cape May was a desolate stretch of sandy 
barrier islands seperated from the mainland 
by broad shallow bays. The area abounded in 
wildlife and the first regular vacationers 
were sportsmen. They came for the fishing and 
hunting. 

The island known as Long Beach was closest 
to Philadelphia but getting to it consumed 
nearly two days. 

The traveler and his companions left in the 
afternoon by stagecoach from the Burlington-
Bristol ferry, stayed overnight in Mount Holly 
and traveled nearly all of the next day through 
the pines to Manahawkin where another connec-
tion was made to Tuckerton. 
The next morning the group hired a small flat 	 4.:,',41 

bottomed sloop to sail across Little Egg Harbor A 14: 4f11,:: '' ; ,' 
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the ferry at Camden and be in Atlantic City in 
little over an hour, but those who wished to 
continue on to Long Beach Island had to go to Avalon to take one of ttvm 
clumsy but seaworthy little sloops known as 'Long Beach Packets'. CrosArq 
Great Bay to Captain Bond's could take another seven or eight hours. 
Tuckerton was much closer than Atlantic City. It was directly actomm/ 

Bay but the only problem was that it was cut off from the rest of tht 
It had no railroad at a time in history when no community could hope tie* ,  1 	• prosper without one. 

The closest railhead to Tuckerton was at Whitings, 30 miles to th9 .1%)i-k;h. 
A former sawmill town in the pines, it was on a railroad line whicil 
right through to Mount Holly and Camden. So in 1870 several prominn14. MOp 
of the region led by Archelaus Pharo and Theophilus Price formed a r ,311Y 
to begin laying track which would connect Tuckerton with Whitings., >' . 

After a road was surveyed, rails and a work engine were brought 'by spa to 
Tuckerton and that fall workmen began to level and grade a roadbed north 
toward Manahawkin and Barnegat. 
All next summer the pines rang with the hammering of steel spikes as the 

crews anxious to complete the job within the year pushed on. In October of 
1871 Tuckerton was connected with the rest of the world by rail, and pass-
enger service began November 1st. 
A two mile extension of track was laid just north of Tuckerton out to 

Little Egg Harbor Bay to a place called Edge Cove. A shallow draft steam-
boat took passengers across the bay to Bond's. People came in droves and 
the dream of the investors in the Tuckerton Railway was becoming a reality. 
The whole run from the Camden ferry to the end of the bay track at Edge 

Cove took a little over two hours. There was another bay steamer connection 
at Barnegat to take people across the water to Barnegat City at the north 
end of the Island. There they were met by horse drawn railcars owned by 
Benjamin F. Archer's Oceanic Hotel. 

•• 

With the coming of the Camden & Atlantic R.R. 
to Atlantic City in 1854 the journey was short- 	=ZS= IsAwKeo, an 
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The Tuckerton Railroad had been in operation for 14 years and the Island 
was growing. Traveling across the Bay was difficult in foul weather and 
schedules were upset. It was impossible to keep regular service in the 
winter. The logistics of supplying the burgeoning hotels with supplies and 
food was a problem and so a railroad across the Bay to the Island bacame a 
topic of continuing interest. One of the principal promoters and financial ; 

 'backers of the scheme was William Hewitt. 
Hewitt, a local citizen who wanted to develop the area of North Beach 

Haven then known as Waverly Beach. The Tuckerton Railroad did not have the' 
capital and was not interested so he approched the giant Pennsylvania R.R. 

The Pennsylvania was interested and in July of 1885 began to construct a 
tresle bridge across the bay from Manahawkin at the narowest point taking 
advantage of several small islands. At Cedar Bonnet there was a channel, 
and a drawbridge had to be built. 

Meanwhile, construction was begun on the Island to lay a rail line from 
Barnegat City to Beach Haven. Ties and rails and gravel were brought over 
by raft. It was completed and connected with the bridge and the first trair 
ran all the way through to Beach Haven on July 24, 1886. The new road was 
called the Long Beach Railroad and the Pennsylvania contracted with the 
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Tuckerton to have them run it and maintain it for 30 cents a mile. The 
bigger PRR would still own it and would provide extra cars at times of 
heavy traffic. 

The Long Beach Railroad was an immediate success, there were express 
trains to Beach Haven waiting in the summer months at the ferry terminal 
in Camden. Once aboard, shore bound passengers passed early in the morning 
through the quiet little towns of Merchantville, Maple Shade and Moorestown. 
At Mount Holly the train swung eastward toward the lake resort at Browns 

Mills and on through miles of stunted pines crisscrossed by endless sand 
roads. The engine puffed along at 50 miles an hour and at Whitings picked 
up the single track of the Tuckerton Railroad. 

Passing through Waretown and Barnegat the train turned left at Manahawkin. 
Now the tracks sloped gently downward toward the marshes of Manahawkin Bay. 
The engine slowed to 10 miles an hour as it started out onto the long low 
trestle that stretched over the water all the way out to the Island. 

Just passed the drawbridge on the Island was a small engine and one or 
two cars waiting to take passengers to the north end of the Island, to 
Barnegat City. This point was known as Barnegat City Junction and is now a 
part of Ship Bottom. There were terminals at various points all the way 
down the Island, and the last stop was Beach Haven. 

Beach Haven had always been popular and remained so from the turn of the 
century on, but things did not go so well for the north end of the Island. 
Barnegat City had enjoyed more prosperous days in the time of the steamship 
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service than after the railroad came. Not only was the shuttle unreliable 
but interest in that end of the Island seemed to wane. 
Things became so bad that at one time in the 1890s several prominent cit• 

izens of Barnegat City formed their own rail service. They bought a bright: 
painted little storybook style engine and cars and for a while they were 
successful. This was the train that was always fondly remembered as the 
'Yellow Jacket'. It only lasted a few years before a disasterous fire of 
unexplained origin destroyed it, but in that brief time it became a legend 

In 1914 the automobile bridge across the bay was completed and a gravel 
road ran all the way to Beach Haven. The days of the railroad were numbere( 
By car it was only 55 miles to Camden. The railroad took a more circuitous 
route and had to cover 75 miles. The directors of the Pennsylvania Railroal 
were beginning to lose interest in the Long Beach Railroad. The Island nevi 
really developes as fast as they expected. 
Fewer and fewer people through the 1920s were willing to take the slow 

shuttle to Barnegat City and the highway that paralled it was draining eve -
more business. Operations up there were abandoned and the last train ran 
out of Barnegat City on June 6, 1923. The tracks were torn up and all that 
remains of the operation is the little depot at 12th Street, now a private:  
home. The railroad people used to call this spot 'Chicken Hill'. 

Traffic was reasonable and the Long Beach Railroad continued its run on 
the south end of the Island and service was good. All through the 1920s 
there were regular express trains and buffet cars and the Pennsylvania rea. 
ily supplied parlour cars for those who could afford them and there were 
many who could. But the end was in sight. 

Trucking firms were hauling freight and fish more efficiently than could 
be done by railroad. Bus service started up and automobiles were everywher 
by the end of the decade. The Pennsylvania Railroad kept the Island opera-
tion going after 1930 with the greatest reluctance. It was no logerprofita 
The Tuckerton Railroad had one of its most profitable years since the 

1870s hauling concrete for the workmen who were building Route 9 right aloe  
side the tracks. But it was an act of suicide for the railroad. 

By 1935 the trestle bridge had gone so long without real repairs that it 
was actually dangerous. In November of that same year a devastating storm 
washed nearly a mile of track off the pilings. That was the end of the Lon 
Beach Railroad. All the tracks were torn up in 1937. A few years later on 
the eve of World War Two the Tuckerton made its last run up to Whitings an 
the rails were torn up and sold for scrap. 

Refs Times-Beacon (Manahawkin NJ) August 4, 1978 
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Cranbury NJ _April 24, 1815 	Way 261/2 to Spring- 
field, Mass. 	War Rate of 251/2 cents for single 
letter between 150 and 300 miles plus 1 cent for 
way carriage. 

Tuckerton Ship Letter 
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TUCKERTON "SHIP" LETTER 
The various editions of the American Stampless Cover Catalog all 

have had a section of "Ocean Mail Ship Markings;" Mail received 
from the captain of a private vessel that did not traverse a route 
designated a "post road", and had no mail-carrying contract; was 
called, in the Postal Laws & Regulations; "Ship Mail." How this 
mail was to be handled, marked and rated was carefully explained 
in the PL&R, Various marks are described and priced in the ASCC, 
and many ports at which these letters entered the mailstream are 
mentioned, A careful perusal of the list reveals ports in all the 
East Coast and Gulf states except New Jersey and Mississippi, 
About seven years ago a combined interest in New Jersey Postal 

History and "SHIP" mail started a search for a letter or cover that 
had entered the mails at a New Jersey port. Dealers and fellow-col-
lectors were alerted, No one could actually show such a letter or 
offer one for sale; The closest was one dealer's recollection of 
once selling such an item that had originated in the Caribbean and 
entered in Atlantic City, Finally, Richard rrajola had one to of-
fer; It has been purchased and is shown with this article,' 
As was often the case, the postmaster at Tuckerton either was not 

familiar with the PL&R, or chose to ignore a Section, The Regula-
tions state, ",...They should all be marked "Ship" at the time of 
receiving them..„" The lack of "Ship" leaves only the rate as a 
clue that this is a letter that arrived under the proper condi-
tions, The rate of 101* combines the 121/2* required for domestic 
mail going 90 to 150 miles (1799 to 1815) plus the 24t that was 
added for the handling of "SHIP" mail. 

Since this is a rather legible folded letter; and the contents 
relate, partly; to President Jefferson, it may bear repeating: 
(Dupl) 	 Lisbon 11th Oct, 1 805 
Sir; 

. Enclosed I have the pleasure to hand you a Bill of Lading of two 
pipes of Lisbon Wine for the President, the sample bottles of which 
I be/ you to send on to him & if he is pleased with the quality he 
will give his instructions respecting it. If it should not be to 
his liking please to deliver them to Messr, Post & Russell of New 
York, they paying duty & freight for the same, to be disposed of 
agreeable to my advice. 

With much Respect & Esteem I have the honor to be Sir 
Yr. Mo. Ob. Sevt, 
Wm, Jarvis 

P.S. The wine was shipped on board the Brig Neptune of New Bedford, 
Captain Calvin Delano bound to N. York consigned to Messre Post & 
Russell, 

David Gelston, Esquire 
As may be seen, the addressee was the collector of duty at New 

York, The writer, William Jarvis, was a prominent Boston merchant 
born in 1770; In 1802 he was named U.S. Consul at Lisbon, Portugal 
and served at that post until 1811. He was very impressed with the 
Merino sheep indigenous to the Iberian Peninsula and was respon-
sible for large numbers of them being imported into the United 
States and distributed throughout the country. 

Gerard J. Neufeld 
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THE 'SWAMP ANGEL' 

One of two major designs showing the "Swamp Angel" on a patriotic envelope. The other 
is similar to the second illustration here shown. This cover was mailed from Port Royal, 

S. C., Aug. 18, 1864, a soldier's letter "Due 3". 

0 NE of the interesting stories of the Civil War 
relates to a great gun named the "Swamp Angel," used 
by the Federal army in its siege of Charleston. From 
the time the Confederates captured Fort Sumter. at the 
beginning of the war, Charleston defenses had been 
improved and strengthened until they were well nigh 
impregnable. The city was fortunate in being bordered 
with a number of islands, mostly on marshlands, so that 
attack by land was not practicable. And Fort Sumter. 

flying the Stars and Bars, lay frowning in the harbor. 
Fort Johnson, protected from land attack by impassable 
swamps, controlled the sea passage. On Morris Island 
was the strong Battery Wagner. Yes, General Beaure-
gard, a noted engineer, had done his job well! 

In July, 1863, a combined Federal land and sea attack 
began in an effort to capture this important Confederate 
seaport. When the naval attack was repulsed, the I. ed• 
eral commander, Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore landed 
United States troops on Morris Island and sent his chief 
engineer. Col. Edward W. Serrell, on an inspection 
survey to determine whether artillery could be placed 
in position for a siege of the city. Although Morris 
Island was composed chiefly of sand dunes and salt 
marshes, Serrell finally found a spot in which he thought 
the swampy ground would hold a large gun, provided 
it could he properly anchored twenty feet down on 

solid ground. 

The actual construction of this project was a real 
triumph in engineering. There were no bulldozers or 
other mechanical contrivances, and everything had to 
be done by hand. First a trestle-work roadway two 
and one-half miles long and constructed. Everything else 
that was needed was prepared in advance. Then a 
mock battery was constructed at another point to draw 
the fire of the Confederate batteries and divert atten-
tion from the major project. 

After the foundation had been constructed a grillage 
of pine logs was bolted to three sides of the platform, 
and protected with 13,000 sand bags, all carried by 
hand. On August 12 an 8-inch 200-pounder Parrott gun 
was successfully transported over the marsh and 
mounted in the battery. It was immediately christened 
the "Swamp Angel," a name that became permanent. 
The gun was occasionally called the "Mud Lark" or 
"Marsh Croaker", but the original title of "Swamp 
Angel" won out. 

General Gillmore now demanded surrender of Fort 
Sumter and the batteries on the other end of Morris 
Island, and threatened to fire on the city of Charleston 
if the demand was refused. In his official report he 
wrote:  

"Existing circumstances furnished a full justification 
for this step. Charleston had been besieged for seven 
weeks, was occupied by the enemy's troops and bat - 

teries . . . and the avenue of escape for non-combatants 
was open and undisputed. The demand being refused, 
the marsh battery . . . opened fire on the night of 
August 21st." 

General Beauregard, as defending commander, re-
ported: 

"I protested against the bombardment of a city filled 
with old men, women and children be/ore giving the 
customary notice of three or four days in which to 
allow them to escape from danger. From a work which 
was called the "Swamp Angel," because of the spot 
where it had been erected, the enemy, with an 8 inch 
Parrott rifle-gun, and be/ore receiving my answer, did 
open fire upon the heart of the city." 

Sixteen shells were fired that morning. Charleston 
was about 7,900 yards distance, but the noise made by 
bells and whistles told the Union soldiers that the 
shells had fallen into the city. They were of an in-
cendiary nature, some being filled with "Short's Solidi-
fied Creek Fire." 

On protest from Beauregard, the shelling was dis-
continued for two days, after which it was resumed 
until, on the thirty-sixth discharge the breech exploded. 
This was probably the result of the extra charge of 
powder used to add distance, a total of twenty pounds 
a shot instead of the usual sixteen pounds. 

Charleston was later shelled from other points, but 
this was the end of "Operation Swamp Angel" and the 
position was not used again until Sept. 7, when two 
10-inch mortars were placed there to draw the fire from 
other Confederate batteries, located on James Island. 

The "Swamp Angel" was purchased after the war with 
other condemned metal and sent to Trenton, N. J., to be 
melted. Someone recognized the gun, and it was set 
up on a granite monument in that city, at the corner of 
Perry and Clinton streets. 

The "Swamp Angel" is sometimes confused with a 
larger gun used to breach the walls of Fort Sumter. 
This monster weighed 26,000 pounds and fired a shell 
weighing 250 pounds, a much heavier weapon than the 
"Swamp Angel." 

The siege operations continued to grind away, but 
even though Fort Sumter was reduced to a mere pile 
of rubble, it never surrendered, and one attempted 
landing was repelled with musketry alone. Charleston 
held out until the arrival of Sherman's army, when it 
was evacuated. The city had withstood continuous 
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Woodcut illustration of the "Swamp Angel" from "Harper's History of the Great Rebellion," 
September, 1863, page 741. It shows the finished battery as it appeared from Morris 

Island, with the city of Charleston in the distance. 

siege for 587 consecutive days. While the story of 
Charleston's determined resistance did not end in 
triumph for the South, it left behind a record of valor. 
not exceeded elsewhere in the entire war. 

Patriotic covers showing the "Swamp Angel" are 
quite rare. Two types are known. One is here illus-
trated. showing the gun with wings carrying it toward 
Charleston. This design is also known with regimental  

identification printed nn the envelope. The other major 
design is illustrated in the "George Walcott Collection 
of Civil War Patriotic Covers" as No. 820. There is no 
imprint of publisher on the envelopes. and the exact 
origin is unknown. Apparently all copies were used up 
by the soldiers. I have never seen an unused remainder 
in many years of collecting. 

BY GEORGE N. MALPASS 

Reprinted with pemission from The American Philatelist, Inrr, 

Woodbury & Salem RPO marking on picture post card of 
"Swamp Angel" in Trenton, NJ 
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This is something of a,n odd-hall cover. 	Ileded lewton, NJ 
it is addressed to Newark, but, as you can :See, :As routed per 
the ship "Great Westem." There is no evidence that it was 
carried through' the postal system. 	In the upper left corner 
is a pencil notation "Newton NJ" which we may.assume was placed 
there by a collector although it is possible that it could be 
a manuscript marking. 	But why pencil then? Could it be a 
canal boat cover? 
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